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Honda’s latest prototype for a fuel cell–powered car is sportier 
than the current model because engineers shrank the cells. CEO 
Takeo Fukui, right, has Honda engineers working in diverse 
fields. The company developed visual sensors for a 
robot and then transferred them to an 
 Acura sedan.

‚In 1973, junior engineer Takeo Fukui helped put Honda 
Motor Co. on the U.S. map with a Civic subcompact that met 
clean-air standards without a $1,000 tailpipe filter known as 
a catalytic converter. He was 28.

Today, as Honda’s 61-year-old chief executive officer, 
Fukui is racing to repeat his triumph at a lab 68 miles (109 
kilometers) north of Tokyo. 
There, engineers are building 
a diesel engine for 2009 that 
Honda says will meet both new 
U.S. limits and more stringent 
California rules on soot and 
nitrous oxide emissions and 
still use 30 percent less fuel 

than gasoline models. Honda allows no media visitors to the 
lab—Fukui is guarding it as his secret weapon as U.S. gaso-
line prices soar to an average $2.87 a gallon in early June and 
62 percent of Americans worry about global warming, ac-
cording to a March Gallup Organization Inc. poll.

“People want cars that emit less pollutants, use less fuel 
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Japan’s No. 3 
automaker is betting 
that scientists in a 
secret engine lab can 
outsmart Toyota in 
the clean-car race. 
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